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music and drama for Croydon

NEWS VIEWS

Nothing on ? See Noises Off

Ladies and Gentlemen, it was
a pleasure to meet all who
were at the Noises Off Meet
and Greet on Sunday. As
promised please find attached
a brief overview of the play
and also a breakdown of the
various characters.

Just to be clear about what the
auditions are looking to show for
the acting characters: A marked
difference between the two, so that
the audience can always tell when
you are in character and out!

Finally, anyone who would like a
conversation about anything to do
with the production then please do
not hesitate to drop me an email.

| can be reached at
noisesoff.coda@gmail.com.

Best of luck to you all

Alex

Alex Murphy,
Director

Noises Off, Michael Frayn's Tony award winning, comic
masterpiece is not one play, but two. The hilariously horrible,
farce, ‘Nothing On’, and the comedic nightmare that ensues
backstage.

Slamming doors, flying props, prat falls, and sardines abound as we see the
first act of Nothing On presented three times, once in each act of Noises Off.
The first time, it is midnight at the final dress rehearsal and the company is
struggling to get the drastically under-rehearsed show ready.

Second time, Act Two, it's one month later, and again we see Act One of
Nothing On but this time from backstage. The rapidly deteriorating
relationships cause mass hysteria and make for some hysterical comedy both
backstage and on. By the third time , we are at the end of Nothing On’s
twelve week touring run and witnessing the action from the front again.

Out of control

By now the show has sublimely deconstructed into a mess of ad-libbing, set
mishaps and the actors seeking revenge upon each other. The more they
work to control the situation the funnier and more out of control it gets.

‘Noises Off' is written with a wit and heart that allows it to transcend its
medium and become so much more than a mere farce or parody of a farce.
It speaks to what
we love about
theatre and makes
us laugh at our
dramas, both
onstage and off.
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Character Breakdown
The Actors and Production Team

Dotty Otley

Character Actress, 50's. Established actress, who has been a long running member of a Television Series.
Has part-funded the production of ‘Nothing On" as a way to fund her retirement. Takes the role of Mrs.
Clackett a housekeeper within ‘Nothing On’.

Gary LeJeune

Young supporting actor 30's. Pleasant looking but not handsome and never able to complete a thought.

Dotty's love interest. Plays Roger Tramplemain, a highpowered real estate agent in Nothing On. As Roger
he is a bit of a pretender, confident about real estate, insecure and a bit awkward with women. Acts as if
he owns the Brent's home to impress Vicki.

Brooke Ashton

Typical ingenue 20's. All body, no brain, in short a bit of an airhead. Self-absorbed and has trouble
focusing on and getting what people are sa ying. Pretty face must be well put together as she prances
around in undergarments for more than half of the show. Plays Vicki in play within play the sexual object
for Roger Tramplemain. Works for Inland Revenue. May look and dress a bit flashy and trashy.

Frederick Bellowes

Leading man late 30's, mid 40's. Very handsome in a conventional and old fashioned way. Plays Philip
Brent, the owner of the Posset Mill, in Nothing On. Good build. Should look like he was made to wear fine
clothes.

Belinda Blair

Leading Lady, handsome woman, rather than pretty 30's. Tries to help people sort things out and
understand each other. Plays Flavia, Philip’s wife, in Nothing On. Should also wear good clothes
comfortably.

Selsdon

Older character man —50's to 70's. A reformed alcoholic (or is he?) who gives everyone a turn.

Hard of hearing (or is he?) but always turns up in the nick of time . Plays the burglar in Nothing On and is
also Vicki's father in Nothing On.

The Production Team: Lloyd Dallas

The director of Nothing On, 40's to 50's. Having affairs with two women at once, both of them in Nothing
On. Pretends to be upper class, but is not. Aging, but still tremendously appealing in a Sean Connery kind
of way. Standard British accent. Tries to be patient, but the actors drive him nuts.

The Production Team: Poppy Norton Taylor
Assistant Stage Manager of Nothing On. Pleasant looking, but not a beauty, dresses conservatively, a bit
nervous and self effacing, eager to please. Had and a ffair with and is pregnant by Lloyd Dallas.

The Production Team: Tim Allgood

The Company Stage Manager of Nothing On 30's. Handle s technical problems on stage and understudies
several roles. Tries to be a good egg and keep everything running smoothly. Young character man,
medium build.



